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PREFACE

In 1885 the professor of Greek at University College, Dublin, wrote to a
colleague in Oxford asking him to supply information about possible pre-
historic connections between Egypt and Greece. The professor was not an
archaeologist specializing in early history; his field was Greek literature, and
the texts he studied were written long after the remote period he had now
become interested in. Couldn’t myth and etymology provide a key to lines of
influence otherwise unknown?

. . . the enquiry that ought to be made is when did this Egyptian colonisa-
tion of Crete etc. take place. It seems to be mixed with the Phoenician, not
altogether opposed to it. This wd. then seem to be at the Hyksos period.
(I remark also that the legend of Isis connects her with Phoenicia).

I find Nefert in a female proper name and now suggest Aphrodite =
Nefrat-isi.

According to the professor’s biographer, these “wild linguistic surmises” and
“observations on obscure etymological instances” were a means of releasing
“some pent-up poetic, assertive side of himself” (White 1992, 413-14). It is
in fact for his poetry, and not for his scholarly investigations, that this pro-
fessor is still remembered: his name was Gerard Manley Hopkins. Hopkins’s
theories and speculations have long since been forgotten, and justifiably so.

- But their existence offers proof of how tantalizing such inquiries can be to

amateurs who have some knowledge of and interest in ancient Greek civili-
zation. Hopkins bombarded his Oxford friend for months with questions
about Egyptian myth and language, but apparently he never received any
confirmation of the conjectures that so tantalized him.

Few professional classicists in the 1980s would have imagined that the
English-speaking wotld would take such wide interest in another amateur
attempt—this time much more systematic and extensive—to discover the
true extent of Greece’s debt to Egypt and the civilizations of the Near East.
Nonetheless Martin Bernal’s Black Athena I: the Fabrication of Ancient Greece has
enjoyed considerable popular success, and has been widely discussed and re-
viewed in scholatly literature as well. More people have heard of Black Athena
than of books like Walter Burkert’s The Orientalizing Revolution: Near Eastern
Influence on Greek Culture in the Early Archaic Age (1992). But then Burkert is a
professional who draws carefully limited conclusions and deliberately con-
centrates on a patticular set of evidence. Bernal’s field of inquiry is more



extensive, and he is much more willing to speculate and to make imagina-
tive leaps.

Such passion and daring accounts for some of Bernal’s remarkable impact.
Like Hopkins’s, his speculations about Egypt and Greece convey a deter-
mination at once poetic and assertive. He is the armchair archaeologist par
excellence, the dauntless explorer who travels backward in time to uncover
what the experts with all their learning and prejudices could never find. In an
academic world where few scholats are willing to move outside their areas of
concentration, Bernal appears to be familiar with the major issues in a wide
number of highly specialized and complex fields.

But there is a more fundamental reason why Bernal’s project has won
so many adherents, and that is the appeal of iconoclasm in an age where
everything traditional has been questioned and found wanting. It is not at
all coincidental that Bernal’s first volume appeared at the same time that aca-
demics were beginning to demand major changes in the “canon” of works
and cultures studied in universities in the United States. In humanities disci-
plines, much that is written by Europeans, and especially European males,
is regarded with suspicion. If it is true (and many people seem not to doubt
it) that scholars and writers consciously and unconsciously promote in their
works the values of their societies, all literature and history written before the
present may be regarded with suspicion and even with hostility for its limited
and noninclusive picture of the world.

In the process of an investigation with such high motives, it is only natu-
ral that the work of ancient historians and of classicists should come under
special scrutiny. The study of Greek and Latin language and literature is
considered to be the most traditional of disciplines, as a legacy from the
European past when the study of the “classics” was synonymous with educa-
tion. Although these subjects occupy only a tiny portion of today’s university
curriculum, they ate also professed almost exclusively by men and women
of European background, and the majority of these, particularly in the past,
have been at least nominally Christians. What discipline would it be more
natural to suspect, if not of overly racist motives, of the kind of racism and
elitism that is perhaps unconsciously practiced even by educated people?

Ideally the person best qualified to undestake such an investigation would
need to come from outside the field, so that she would not feel obliged to
defend her teachers, or her colleagues, or indeed anything she had learned or
currently was teaching. Similarly, if we accept the notion that all scholarship
is culturally determined, it would be more effective if she came from an ethnic
group not well represented in the field. Martin Bernal perhaps does not have
all of these “ideal” qualifications, but in addition to great energy and enthusi-
asm for his work, he has the very real advantage of being able to look at the
ancient Mediterranean world with the fresh perspective of someone who has
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studied in depth a non-European culture, a knowledge shared by few if any
of the classicists and historians whose values he is investigating.

It is this outsider’s stance of moral superiority that gives the Black Athena
project its particular appeal in today’s academic world, and it is this sense
of mission that is primarily responsible for the generally favorable reception
it has had from scholars and writers outside the fields Bernal discusses. His
work has also been taken up enthusiastically by certain Afrocentrist histori-
ans, who argue that European scholars have drastically underestimated the
extent of Greece’s debt to Egypt. In this way the influence of Bernal’s work
has affected the school as well as the university curriculum. For example, in
the new social sciences section of the African Puerto-Rican Centric Curricu-
lum Guide of the Camden (N.].) school system, Professor Molefi Kete Asante
states: “A recent book by Martin Betnal, Black Athena, establishes the fact
that the name of the greatest Greek city, Athens, is also from Africa” (Asante
1993b, 119)-

In this volume several of us will show why Bernal’s etymology of Athens
is highly uncertain and improbable, intrinsically no more persuasive than
Hopkins’s attempt to derive Aphrodite from Nefertiti. Rather, as we shall
see, none of Bernal’s other etymologies can offer a real challenge to what
linguists have long since documented and maintained: that Greek is basi-
cally an Indo-European language, incorporating some loan words from its
neighbors, primarily in the Near East. Several of us demonstrate why Bernal
has not shown, and in fact no one can show, that European scholars of an-
tiquity and of linguistics have participated, even unwittingly, in an attempt
to make the Greek language into something that it is not. We show why it is
a mistake to want to revive (in revised form) the “Ancient Model” of ancient
history, because ancient notions of Egyptian origins were based on surmise
and misinformation. We suggest why Bernal’s term “Aryan Model” is mis-
leading, and perhaps deliberately chosen to imply racial or religious prejudice
where none in fact exists. Those of us who have studied Bernal’s claims about
European scholarship in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries believe that
he has considerably overstated his case. Although there were and are some
scholars who bring to their research an explicitly political agenda, European
scholars in both centuries characteristically display such a diversity of opin-
ion and disagreement with one another that one cannot accurately speak of
models or schools of scholarship (Turner 1989, 108—9).

We also take issue with other major contentions made in Black Athena, and
in Bernal’s other writings on antiquity. We discuss why ancient myths cannot
be understood as history, and why even the writing of history in antiquity
was affected by unstated beliefs and preconceptions. We do not believe that
the influence of Egypt on Greece was nearly so profound as Bernal suggests.
There is no reason to think that modern scholars have sought to minimize
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the importance of such cultural contact and correspondences as there were.
We examine the archaeological data, and the surviving evidence for Egyptian
elements in Greek philosophy and science, and exptess the wish that Bernal
had sought instead to describe some of the important lines of influence on
Greece from the Near East. In addition, we suggest why the notion of a
“Black Athena” is at best misleading. On the basis of the available evidence,
we believe that it can be shown that the ancient Egyptians regarded them-
selves as ethnically distinct from other African peoples, as well as from the
peoples of the Near East and of Europe: that although they are “people of
color” by modern definition, in their own minds and in the minds of the
ancient Greeks they were a different nation from the Ethiopians.

The authors of the essays in this book are young and old, black and white,
male and female, European and American, and, within the United States,
from all parts of the country. Together or separately we present no homoge-
neous point of view. We are united only in our respect for the significance
of the questions Bernal raises in Black Athena, and in our conviction that our
criticisms of it are offered in spirit of scholarly endeavor, which must always
be to get at the truth, no matter how painful our discoveries may be to any
or all of us. Even though most ancient historians and classicists have been
critical of many aspects of Bernal’s work, all of us have been stimulated to
think creatively and seriously about the questions Bernal has raised, and we
are grateful to him for raising them. To have refused to reexamine these issues
would have been a sign that we were as Eurocentric and elitist as our critics
imagine us to be.

The Editors have chosen the essays in this book from a large and inter-
esting literature about Black Athena. Our first aim has been to cover as many
different aspects of Bernal’s large project as possible, including especially
some topics that have not yet been covered in sufficient detail, such as sci-
ence and linguistics. We wete also eager to offer several different perspectives
on the vexed question of “race.” Several essays specifically consider the evi-
dence for cultural diffusion, and /or invasion, especially from Egypt and the
Near East. Others deal with the question whether scholars of antiquity, past
and present, have suppressed evidence about the non-European elements of
Greek cultute. Virtually every essay in the book has something to say about
how to read the scattered and difficult cultural data that have come down to
us, whether in literary, linguistic, or archaeological format. In short, we have
tried to provide the information our readers will need if they wish to get a full
and accurate impression of the complex web of cultural influences during the
petiod when Greek civilization developed.

The organization of the book is roughly chronological and geographical.
After an introduction that attempts to describe the cultural significance of
Bernal’s work, we begin with Egypt, the earliest civilization to have had an
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important influence on Greece, and then move to the question of ethnic iden-
tity: Who were the Egyptians? Who did zbey think they were? After Egypt,
we turn to the Near East. To suggest the complexity of the general question
of cultural “debt” within the context of the ancient Mediterranean world,
we look at “borrowing” in two general areas, language and science. We
then turn to Greece itself, and finally to the historiographical questions that
Bernal raises in his first volume, and which underlie his whole discussion: To
what extent does myth represent history? How far did European scholars in
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries misrepresent the extent of Greece’s
cultural links to the older civilizations in her neighborhood? In a general
conclusion, we try to suggest some of the reasons why our assessment is so
often different from Bernal’s.

Because not all the contributions in this book were written expressly for
this collection, we cannot pretend to offer our readers the seamless presenta-
tion that they would expect from a volume that was specially commissioned
for the purpose, or from the papets of a particular conference. Some of the
essays were originally written for the general public; these have been revised
and edited for this volume, and wherever possible we have placed these at
the head of a subdivision (Lefkowitz, Bard, Vermeule, Coleman). Most of the
other contributions wete originally intended for more specialized audiences
(Brace, Palter, Tritle, Hall), but all have been revised and updated for this
volume. There are practical reasons for the considerable differences in length
and density that remain. In a topic so highly charged as race, we think it
important to offer our readers all the particulars of the evidence. We also
have sought to offer a detailed discussion of the claims made about ancient
science by Bernal and other writers, because of the importance of that subject
in the school curriculum. We have included a detailed discussion of Bernal’s
treatment of the eighteenth century, because his claims about European
scholarship have been eagerly believed by writers who seek to find reasons
to be critical of traditional scholarship (e.g., Rabinowitz 1993, 5; Davidson
1994b, 332-33).

The Editors thank the many friends and colleagues who have helped us in
the process of collecting these essays and preparing them for publication.
In particular we thank the authors themselves, some for taking the time and
trouble to rework pteviously printed essays, others for writing completely
I?CW atticles dealing with issues that had not yet been explored in the earlier
literature about Black Athena. We received valuable help and encouragement
from several scholars who had hoped to contribute to this volume but who
could not in the end manage to meet our rather stringent deadline.

We are indebted to Lewis Bateman of the University of North Carolina
Press for suggesting that we put this collection together, and for his help
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in choosing what was to go in it. Laura Oaks improved the volume by —
her thoughtful reading and attention to detail. We thank Molly Levine of
Howard University for generously allowing us to use the bibliography she
had assembled, and the Ford Foundation and Wellesley College for grants
to support editorial assistance. We are particularly grateful to Beatrice Cody i3
and Stephanie O’Hara; their good sense and hard work have improved every §
aspect of the book. Our thanks also to Richard Cody, Kelly King, Hugh
Lloyd Jones, Barbara Nathanson, and Mark Rogers for their advice, encour-
agement, and technical support.
2
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ANCIENT EGYPTIAN CHRONOLOGY
Frank_J. Yurco

(All dates are B.C.E.)

PREDYNASTIC (PREHISTORIC) ERA (CA. 5500-3100)

ca. 38003

Nubia
100 A-Group

3100-2680 Terminal A-Group

ca. 5500—4

Upper Egypt

soo Badarian

ca. 4500-3800 Naqadal

ca. 3800-3
35003

300 NaqadaII
100 Naqgada III (Protoliterate Period, earliest kings)

Lower Egypt

ca. s500—4500 Fayyum A-B
ca. s5500-4000 Merimde

ca. 4000-3
3500-3

3100-2750
2750-2234

2235-2040
2134-1991

2040-1991
19911786
1786-1674

16741566
1674~1566

soo El-Omari A-B
oo Maadi, Buto, Sais

DYNASTIC EGYPT (3100-30)

Archaic Period—Old Kingdom (3100-2234)
Dynasties I-11, Archaic Era
Old Kingdom, Dynasties I1I-VIII

First Intermediate Period (2234—2040)
Dynasties I-X (Heracleopolis)
Dynasties XI (Thebes)

Middle Kingdom (2040-1674)
Dynasty X1
Dynasty XII
Dynasty XIIT

 Second Intermediate Period (1674-1566)
Hyksos Dominion
Dynasty XV (Hyksos overlords)



Dynasties XIV and X VI (minor rulers, Hyksos and Egyptians,

subject to Hyksos)
Dynasty XVII (Thebes, vassal to Hyksos)

New Kingdom (1566—1080)

CHRONOLOGY OF THE EARLY GREEK WORLD

1574-1293 Dynasty XVIII [alt. 1574-1321)
1293-184 Dynasty XIX [alt. 1321-1184] (All dates are B.C.E.)
1184-1080 Dynasty XX )
_ 3000 Minoan culture on Crete begins
Renaissance Era (1080-1070) 1600 Mycenaean palace culture in Greece
Third Intermediate Period (1070-663) 1450 Mycenaeans take over palaces on Crete
1070-945 Dynasty XXI (Tanis; high priests of Amun rule Thebes) 1200 Destruction of the Mycenaean sites in Greece
945712 Dynasty XXII (Tanis) 184 Destruction of Troy, according to later Greek writers
805—712 Dynasty XXIII (Leon topolis) 1100 Dorian invasions begin
18712 Dynasty XXIV (Memphis) 1050 llaom‘an migration to Aegean islands and coast of Asia Minor
712-663 Kushite Dominion 6 F?gmgl )
712-663 Dynasty XXV 27 1rst Olympic Games
671-663 Assyrian Invasion 83 Athenian archon list begins
. 594 Reforms of Solon at Athens
Late Period ( 663—30 ) 508 Reforms of Cleisthenes at Athens; popular government begins
663—525 Dynasty XXVI (Saite) 490 First Persian invasion of mainland Greece
s25-405 Persian Occupation, Dynasty XXVII Y 480 Second Persian invasion of mainland Greece; battles of
. Thermopylae and Salamis
sos- Donast Egy%t;an Independence (405-343) 431-404  Second Peloponnesian War; defeat of Athens
5_322 Dy asty XXIX 399 Trial and execution of Socrates at Athens
3322 243 D?Zast? XXX 371-362  Hegemony of Thebes in Greece
- 8 Phili
sa3-332 Persian Reconquest 33 Chagzolrlle(;f Macedon defeats Athens and Thebes at Battle of
332 Macedonian Conquest
32 Death
432325 Alexander the Great 3 eath of Alexander the Great
323-30 Dynasty XXXI (Ptolemies)

Sources: Royal Annals, Dynasties I-V; Turin Canon, Dynasties 1-XIX; Demotic Chronicle,
Dynasties XXVIII-XXX; Manetho, Chronology, Dynasties I-XXXI; Dynasty XTI and later,
based upon Parker’s Sothic Date calculations. First Intermediate Period, based upon Klaus
Baer, unpublished notes. Volcanic eruptions of Thera (1628) and Hekla ITI (1159) provide addi-

tional anchors, as do cross-dates to Mesopotamian cultures and later Western Asian cultures.
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A EEEEE”

ANCIENT
HISTORY,

MODERN
MYTHS

Mary R. Leflowitz,

ARE ANCIENT HISTORIANS RACIST?

As the principal text in our second-year Greek course I prefer to use Plato’s
Apology, his account of the trial of Socrates. I stick with this traditional text,
even though it is hard for students who have had time to learn only the bare
essentials of Greek grammar, because it deals with so many matters that are
central to our civilization. Should a2 man be condemned for his beliefs, if they
differ from the majority’s? Why did the majority make a judgment that is now
universally regarded as unfair? How could Soctates think that no man would
willingly commit an evil act? Important questions, all; but several years ago I
had a student who seemed to regard virtually everything I said about Socrates
with hostility. Before she graduated she explained why she had been suspi-
cious of me and my classes: her instructor in another course had told her that
Socrates (as suggested by the flat nose in some portrait sculptures) was black.
The instructor had also taught that classicists universally refuse to mention
the African origins of Socrates because they do not want their students to
know that the so-called legacy of ancient Greece had been stolen from Egypt.

Further study persuaded this student that most of what she had heard in
this other course could not have been strictly accurate. Because Socrates was
an Athenian citizen, he must have had Athenian parents; and since foreigners
couldn’t become naturalized Athenian citizens, he must have come from the
same ethnic background as every other Athenian. Even though Greeks in
Socrates’ day did not pay much attention to skin color or more generally to

3
















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































